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Luke 6:27-38 

27"But I say to you that listen, Love your enemies, do good to those who hate 
you, 28bless those who curse you, pray for those who abuse you. 29If anyone strikes 
you on the cheek, offer the other also; and from anyone who takes away your coat do 
not withhold even your shirt. 30Give to everyone who begs from you; and if anyone 
takes away your goods, do not ask for them again. 31Do to others as you would have 
them do to you. 
 
32"If you love those who love you, what credit is that to you? For even sinners love 
those who love them. 33If you do good to those who do good to you, what credit is 
that to you? For even sinners do the same. 34If you lend to those from whom you 
hope to receive, what credit is that to you? Even sinners lend to sinners, to receive as 
much again. 35But love your enemies, do good, and lend, expecting nothing in return. 
Your reward will be great, and you will be children of the Most High; for he is kind to 
the ungrateful and the wicked. 36Be merciful, just as your Father is merciful. 
 
37"Do not judge, and you will not be judged; do not condemn, and you will not be 
condemned. Forgive, and you will be forgiven; 38give, and it will be given to you. A 
good measure, pressed down, shaken together, running over, will be put into your 
lap; for the measure you give will be the measure you get back." 

 
 
It’s one of the first R rated movies I remember seeing was “The Untouchables.”1  The 
story of Al Capone and his eventual arrest and conviction for tax evasion. Sean Connery 
is a tough, experienced beat cop named Jimmy Malone who is partnered with a young, 
green, government agent named Elliot Ness, played by Kevin Costner. Malone has quite 
a bit to teach the young Ness, and out of his instruction comes one of the most 
memorable speeches in the movie: 2 

Malone: You said you wanted to get Capone. Do you really wanna get him? 
You see what I'm saying is, what are you prepared to do?....  And *then* 
what are you prepared to do? If you open the can on these worms you must 
be prepared to go all the way. Because they're not gonna give up the fight, 
until one of you is dead….. You wanna know how to get Capone? They pull 
a knife, you pull a gun. He sends one of yours to the hospital, you send one 

                                                 
1 http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0094226/ 
2 http://movies.stackexchange.com/questions/2731/origin-of-knife-to-a-gunfight-quote 

http://www.imdb.com/name/nm0000125/?ref_=tt_trv_qu
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of his to the morgue. *That's* the *Chicago* way! And that's how you get 
Capone. Now do you want to do that? Are you ready to do that?  

 
At the end of the speech, Elliot Ness wasn’t sure, but I remember that everyone in the 
theatre Was.  We were ready to do that.  We were ready to do whatever it took to defeat 
evil and win one for the good team. 
 
It’s the Chicago way, only it’s more than that.   
For so much of our history, it’s been the American way, only it’s more than that. 
It’s been the world’s way, too. 
But, it’s not Jesus’s way. 
And as followers of Jesus, it can’t be ours, either. 
 
Because Jesus says, “Love your enemies.” 
And for this text from Luke, almost everything comes out of this proclamation-  
 love your enemies. 
 Those that are against you.   
 Hate you, strike you, hurt you, cheat you, or abuse you.   
 Personally, or as a part of a system. 
 
This is not about the person who cuts you off in traffic. 
The spouse who left the pizza out on the counter overnight. 
The child who lies about washing their hands. 
Or, not to get too personal on you, even the classmate in the second grade who told the 
 teacher you had read ahead in your lesson book, resulting in your being scolded, 
 humiliated, in front of the entire class. 
Or the many other things to which we might be tempted to compare this teaching of 
 Jesus in order to bring it down to size, to make it fit into our daily lives. 
 
That works sometimes.  And is good. 
But we need to be careful about this with this text.   
To domesticate these words of Jesus is to take them out of context. 
Jesus is talking about big things.  Important things.  Kingdom things.  
A lion is not a kitten. 
This text is a lion.   
 
It is assumed that those who are hearing these words are not the abusers,  
 because these things are not allowable, permissible, conceivable  
 for someone who follows Jesus.   
 
But even thought the people to whom Jesus is speaking have experienced  
 being hurt or discriminated against, abused, dehumanized, they are not victims. 
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They are not passive.  They are not without agency. 
They have a cheek to turn, a shirt to give, a word to speak. 
Jesus tells them so. 
They have a choice.  To love. 
To react with how they would want to be treated. 
Not in an attempt to change someone with kindness,  
 attract flies with honey,  
 but in an attempt to be more Christ-like. 
 
Faithful living is active, not re-active. 
 
In the same way, Jesus says, don’t be nice to someone because they are nice to you.   
Be good, faithful, and generous because it is the right thing to do. 
 
How we live our lives is not some cosmic gift exchange,  
 it is a part of our discipleship, how we follow Christ.3 
 
Does that mean that the abused accepts the abuse? 
 That loving an enemy means permitting a wrong to continue? 
 No.  No.  No.  A thousand times no. 
 That’s not what love is. 
 
The Civil Rights movement was, is, in part, a prime example of how you can  
 love your enemy without accepting or affirming what makes them an enemy. 
 
Not interested in punishment, they pursued justice. That meant being willing to offend, 
refusing to acquiesce to the timeline a racist nation tried to establish, striving for that 
greater thing exemplified in this portion of Jesus’s sermon on the plain, sitting at 
counters, walking across a bridge, going on buses, entering into schools, registering to 
vote. Love enemies, to work for a world that is more Christ-like.4   
 
And this is where Jesus reminds us that we are not to judge.  Judgement, which was to 
separate someone.  Put them apart, set them aside from the community.  Which is 
different from justice.   Justice is about the healing of the whole. 
 

                                                 
3 Much of the work on this text has come from: Fred Craddock, Luke: Interpretation: A Bible Commentary for 
Teaching and Preaching, (Louisville: Westminster/John 
Knox Press, 1990). 
4 Simpson, Gary M. “‘Changing the Face of the Enemy’: Martin Luther King, Jr., and the Beloved 
Community.” Word & World 28, no. 1 (Wint 2008): 57–65. 
http://search.ebscohost.com/login.aspx?direct=true&db=a6h&AN=ATLA0001630793&site=ehost-live. 
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And because God is concerned with the whole, the whole body, the whole planet, the 
whole world, this calls us to another level of faith, not only welcoming God’s love and 
forgiveness for ourselves, it means celebrating God’s forgiveness and love for others, 
whether or not we think it is warranted. 
 
Celebrating God’s love and forgiveness for others,  
 whether or not we think it is warranted. 
 
As they said on the Pulpit Fiction podcast this week, instead of “love the sinner hate the 
sin,” a phrase that always seems hollow when that love is questioning someone’s basic 
value as a child of God, this text points us in the direction of “Love all people, hate 
injustice.”5 
 
Jesus’ words call us out of the illusion of tolerance as a goal. 
 Tolerance, that says that “you do your thing and I’ll do mine.” 
 Or, “let’s agree to disagree.” 
 The gospel calls us to so much more. 
 
I not a fan of the bumper sticker co-exist with the symbols of the world’s major religions 
as the letters.”6 not because co-existing is a bad thing, but because the gospel calls us to 
so much more than co-existing.  It calls us to love, to interact, to be a part of each 
other’s lives in ways that foster justice and hope, generosity and grace. 
 
Have you heard the story that’s been on the news recently, one of those stories that 
their air at the end of the nightly news?7   
 
It’s the story of a two-year-old named Samantha Savitz.  Samantha, Sam, was born deaf 
but has learned to communicate by using sign language. 

"She's super engaging. She wants to chat-up with anybody." said her father, 
Raphael. 

"Yea, her whole personality changes when it's someone who can communicate 
with her," said her mother, Glenda. 

On the other hand, if someone can't, that makes Sam just a little sad. 

                                                 
5   Rev. Eric Fistler and Rev. Robb McCoy      https://www.pulpitfiction.com/notes/epiphany7c 

6  
7 https://www.cbsnews.com/news/samantha-savitz-newton-massachusetts-neighborhood-learning-american-
sign-language/ 
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Her desire for engagement has been painfully obvious to everyone in the 
neighborhood.  Whenever they see her on a walk or in her yard — and Sam tries to 
be neighborly — they find themselves at frustrating loss for words. 

"I didn't know what to say back.  Wouldn't you like to talk to her?" said one 
neighbor. 

"Basic conversation that one would have with a child," said another. 

"Asking her about her day," said a third. 

"And make her feel that she is part of the neighborhood," said another neighbor. 

"Just be her friend," another neighbor added. 

Unfortunately, this isn't something you can solve with a casserole. You'd need the 
whole community to learn sign language — just for a little 2-year-old girl — can't 
expect neighbors to do that. You can only appreciate them when they do. 

On their own, Sam's neighbors got together, hired an instructor, and are now fully 
immersed in an American Sign Language class.   

 
What these neighbors are doing isn’t tolerance.   
Tolerance would have been to be unbothered by Sam  
 or what some would have perceived to be a disability.   
What this community showed was love. 
And that is what God asks of us here, what Jesus preaches.   
 When it is easy, and especially when it is not. 
 
 Barbara Brown Taylor says it this way:8 

Jesus has a relatively easy time with sinners. Their hearts are already broken, so it 
is not hard for him to get inside. But the righteous are like vaults. They are so full 
of their precious values and so defended against those who do not share them that 
even the dynamite of the gospel has little effect on them... Self-righteousness kills, 
not only those who are bludgeoned by it but those who wield it as well. Sometimes 
it kills them softly with gossip and cruel humor. Sometimes it works systemically, 
consigning some people to live in grim buildings with broken plumbing while 
others stroll neighborhoods full of thick green lawns. And sometimes it works 
violently, getting people in the middle of the night to light torches and break 
windows. Jesus does not preach humility because modesty is becoming. He 
preaches it because it is the only cure for the deadly pride and arrogance that make 
us want to kill each other, whether the murder is as subtle as purging someone 
from our circle of friends or as bloody as nailing someone to a tree. The only cure 
is to recognize each other as kin, united by the only one who was ever right. 

 

                                                 
8 Taylor, Barbara Brown. “The Evils of Pride & Self-Righteousness.” The Living Pulpit 1, no. 4 (October 1992): 39. 
http://search.ebscohost.com/login.aspx?direct=true&db=a6h&AN=ATLA0000908564&site=ehost-live 

https://www.cbsnews.com/news/starbucks-signing-store-washington-dc-set-to-open-in-fall-gallaudet-university/
http://search.ebscohost.com/login.aspx?direct=true&db=a6h&AN=ATLA0000908564&site=ehost-live
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This sermon from Jesus, this sermon on the plain is hard work.   
It asks quite a bit of us.   
But it is not without Good News.  Abundant Good News. 
 
The language Jesus uses for those who follow this is much more than forgiveness,  
 it is release.9   
It is a release for us from the things that keep us from being who  
 God created us to be.  
Release to love and not merely tolerate.  
Walking in the way of Jesus is life.  It is hope.  It is freedom. 
   
Today’s sermon ends where Jesus began it, with the first words from this section, the 
words that separate it from what has come before, and indicates that it was preached to 
a new group, a new group of followers.  Not so much the skeptics and spectators who 
had been there before, but followers of Jesus.  Like us. 
 
“But I say to you that listen.” 
 
May we be those people this day and all days, those who can listen to the words of 
Jesus, the Good News of Jesus that speak of love and forgiveness for you and for me, for 
the person you love and the person you don’t yet love, but thanks to Jesus, you’re going 
to be working on it. 
Amen. 
 
 
 
 

                                                 
9 Thank you to D. Mark Davis for this translation http://leftbehindandlovingit.blogspot.com/ 


