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Jeff Binder, Interim Pastor 

 

Greetings in the name of Christ Jesus, 

I have the privilege of writing the pastoral update for our 2021 Annual Report. As we have 

heard reiterated throughout these past two years, we all have experienced a variety of 

challenges and surprises during this pandemic. In May of this year, Pastor Anna announced her 

departure from Old Stone. This congregation continued in ministry and mission for five months 

without a pastor through the able efforts of congregational leadership in partnership with the 

presbytery as guest preachers were invited to share God’s word. I was able to join you all in 

October of this past year; Old Stone now worshiping once again in person, the Session and 

church leaders continuing to move forward despite setbacks and unforeseen circumstances. 

Through it all, Old Stone persevered. 

I am encouraged by the spirit and dedication of this congregation to continue to move forward 

time and time again during these transitional times. Even with such uncertainties, we are 

reminded of one thing that is certain: Christ’s church is always alive, always evolving, always 

bringing about God’s kingdom.  Old Stone has never been about one person, one program, or 

even one building. We are a living witness of God’s love and grace in the world, and our very 

lives give witness to this truth time and time again. 

In the coming pages, you will read about some wonderful things that have happened within the 

ministries and programs of this church. Our members and staff have been creative, persistent, 

and faithful time and time again. This is a reason to celebrate. 

We also have reason to celebrate and to be excited for the year to come. In the coming months 

our congregation will elect a Pastor Nominating Committee (PNC) to formally begin the search 

for a pastor God has in mind to lead Old Stone in the days and years ahead. Also within this 

next year our congregation and leaders will honestly assess and discuss how we see God calling 

us as a congregation in the days to come. What an exciting time it is as we discern God’s vision 

for Old Stone together! 

Finally, I want to express my heartfelt gratitude for this congregation as I serve as your Interim 

Pastor. My calling to walk alongside you during this transitional moment is one that brings 

great joy and peace to me personally and professionally. May we continue to give thanks to 

God for the blessings of 2021, and the opportunities of 2022! 

In Christ, 

 

Pastor Jeff 
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Amy Kesterson, Program Coordinator 

 

Old Stone Presbyterian Church has been through wars, social unrest, many pastors and 

parishioners, and now COVID-19. We’ve gone through tumultuous times, and now - as 

each time before - we go with God.  

 

Our Session has led us valiantly through the mountains and valleys of 2020 and 2021, 

while we, the staff, have done our best to be the cohesion that holds programming 

together. We haven’t always agreed as a congregation about what is the best way 

forward. Varying opinions regarding masking, how many people should be in the 

church at once, as well as who should eat when and where have prompted spirited 

conversations about how Old Stone can best serve as a witness for Christ in our 

community as well as in our own walls.  

 

And as a testimony to our Risen Lord, we have prayed about it. We have listened to 

each other. We have continued to strive to worship, serve and witness as we have been 

called. It’s exhausting. And it’s beautiful. I’ve learned that it is fairly easy to praise God 

in easy times, but it takes a whole other measure of faith to praise God when our lives 

get hard. I’m delighted that together we are giving God the glory though the chaos of 

this global pandemic that we’ve each been thrust into.  

 

Because of each of you, it is with a deep well of hope that I am looking forward to 2022 

and all that we can accomplish in the Father’s name together. We are children of God. 

We are family. 

 

Blessings, 

 

“And we know that for those who love God all things work together for good, for those who are 

called according to his purpose.” -Romans 8:28 
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Christian Education 

 

The Christian Education Committee aims to offer opportunities to learn about the world God 

created, our faith in it, and how to find purpose and meaning through God’s will for our lives. 

 

In the early part of 2021, our Wednesday Enrichment program continued to provide a fun and 

focused place for our teens to work on virtual assignments, build community amongst 

themselves, and participate in devotions and Bible study. 

 

As public schools returned to more in-seat learning, those classrooms were reinvented for our 

STAIR and Logos programs, providing a designated space for our elementary aged children. 

Debbie Taylor worked overtime to put the wheels back on the second-grade literacy tutoring 

program, providing a much-needed service for at-risk students who experienced learning-loss 

during virtual and remote education days. 

 

For the first time, the Christian Education Committee sponsored The Stations of the Cross on 

Good Friday, providing time for devotions and reflection. Several members of the community 

at-large also stopped by to participate. 

 

PYC managed to participate in a mission trip with Appalachia Service Project, serving in WV 

for the first time as part of a high school mission trip. Our teens roofed a house and installed 

insulation and drywall in three homes located in West Charleston. The goal is to make homes 

warmer, safer, and drier. 

 

Bluestone Church Camp looked a little different in 2021, but the children and youth who took 

advantage of the program had an amazing time and certainly learned about God’s amazing 

love while exploring God’s amazing creation! 

 

Adult Sunday School classes, as well as PYC, continued to meet…sometimes virtually and 

gradually in-person…and sometimes in a hybrid format! 

 

With some trial and error – and practice – our children and teens produced virtual worship 

services when we were unable to worship in-person. At Christmas there was even a cow 

dressed up as a sheep! We are so very thankful for their creativity and leadership! 

 

Thank you to the many enthusiastic and creative volunteers who have stepped up to make the 

committee and its endeavors special and relevant. We just can’t wait to see what God has in 

store for us in 2022! 
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Dr. Brennan Wood, Music Director 
 

To the congregation of the Old Stone Presbyterian Church, 

 

I would first like to extend my thanks for officially welcoming me into your church 

family. This is the third year that I have been a part of the Old Stone services, but this 

year has brought many new changes, challenges, and triumphs for our Music 

Department.  

 

We began the year with our hybrid, virtual services. Bridgett Edwards and I alternated 

weeks playing organ and working with members of the choir, Dena Williams, Brahm 

Kesterson, and Pastor Anna to arrange our services. We had some Sunday mornings 

with a live organist and one vocalist, and many others with recorded musical selections. 

Choir members were so gracious to be flexible, while singing in a variety of 

arrangements, as soloists, duets, quartets, and extended quartets. I am very thankful for 

each person’s willingness to provide their voices to lead our worship.  

 

As the year progressed, things began to change within our Music Department. Dr. 

McClinton’s health began to decline, and Bridgett Edwards received a diagnosis of 

Pancreatic Cancer and began treatments. As two pillars of the Music Department were 

forced to focus on their health, I leaned heavily on our choir members for support. I 

accepted an interim role of managing the weekly music along with Pastor Anna, Renee 

and Amy Ahern, and Dena Williams. Dena compiled a large catalog of recorded videos 

which we were able to use in case of emergency. I recorded anthems, hymns, piano 

accompaniments for the choir, and videos of our choir singing, which were played 

through our speakers during worship services. 

 

As spring came, the heavenly chorus gained new members. In Calvin’s final weeks, we 

were able to take our extended community choir to sing a concert outside of his 

window at the Peyton Hospice House. We were able to fellowship with him and sing 

some of our favorite hymns, anthems, and share some of our last moments with him. 

We then celebrated his life with a moving, music-filled funeral service, in which we all 

felt his presence from heaven above. 

 

Unfortunately, very soon after, the choir had another horrible loss, with the sudden 

passing of Ron Snyder. Ron was a very dedicated member of the choir and church for 

many, many years. Ron blessed us all and truly sang from his heart to glorify the Lord. 

The choir sang a wonderful arrangement of Country Roads as a send-off at Ron’s 
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funeral, arranged by Gary Williams. We miss both Ron and Calvin dearly, but know 

they are rejoicing with a much greater chorus where we will meet again one day. 

 

Although we had a few dark months, we were able to have the light of summer bring 

some brightness to our choir and congregation. Summer came, and the church was able 

to have a special gathering at Merry Hill following the morning worship service. The 

choir was able to sing a few songs, the Men of Old Stone, Etc. (MOOSE) performed on 

the porch, and the congregation joined in singing Country Roads to end the afternoon. 

 

As the seasons changed, our focus shifted to returning to normal worship services. We 

had two wonderful accompanists join our department. Our very own, Lawson 

Hamilton, began playing the organ and piano to provide Preludes, Offertories, and 

Postludes for worship services. Andrea Edge joined us as a part-time 

organist/accompanist and has also shared her vocal talents with our congregation as 

well. The choir was able to meet regularly on Monday evenings and prepare anthems 

for our weekly services. We concluded the year with our traditional Advent services 

and a rousing Music Sunday in December where we were joined with the return of the 

Bell Choir.  

 

As we welcome a new year, we embrace change, but honor the legacy of those who 

have created such a strong musical worship experience for our congregation. Many 

plans for the upcoming year have been laid, and I am excited to continue to make a 

joyful noise to the Lord and worship with you all as we move forward into this new 

chapter at Old Stone Presbyterian Church. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



7 
 

Allyson Seeley, Secretary and Administrative Assistant 

 

This April will mark my third anniversary as your secretary here at Old Stone. I am beyond 

thankful for the opportunities that have been bestowed upon me during my time here and 

would like to thank the staff and congregation for your continued support throughout my 

employment. 

 Although 2021 was a little less tumultuous than 2020 was with the arrival of Covid-19, we still 

experienced a great deal of change throughout the year. We said goodbye to our head pastor 

and welcomed a number of guest preachers to our pulpit throughout the summer before 

welcoming our new interim pastor, Jeff Binder, in the fall. We were blessed to have Dr. Brennan 

Wood accept the Music Director position and are confident he will continue to do great things 

with the choir. We mourned the loss of Dr. Calvin McClinton, Ron Snyder, Patsy Wingo, Art 

Mashburn, and Alice Jeffries. One thing is for certain, we couldn’t have gotten through 

everything without the love and support from each other. For that, I want to thank ALL OF 

YOU! Old Stone truly is a family. 

My office tasks continue as usual here in the church office. I spend my time creating weekly 

bulletins, weekly email newsletters, monthly newsletters, monthly Session packets, running 

various financial reports, and updating various spreadsheets. I also continue to mail out weekly 

bulletins and monthly newsletters to those on our mailing list, while I send weekly/monthly 

email newsletters to those who receive electronic correspondence via Constant Contact. I 

upload our weekly bulletins and monthly newsletters to our website and provide other updates 

as needed. I process the weekly deposits to our bank account, submit payroll/billing to our 

accountant on a bi-monthly basis, place supply orders, field telephone calls, and continue to 

perform other various office tasks. 

I will continue to support the staff and congregation in the most helpful ways I can. If you need 

a new directory, a copy of your most recent giving statement, a phone number or email address 

looked up, would like to be added to our email list for future correspondence, or have any other 

requests please do not hesitate to reach out to me. I’m always here to help! 

I would like to leave you all with a quote that resonates with me: “The greatest joys in life are 

found not only in what we do and feel, but also in our quiet hopes and labors for others.” ~ Bryant 

McGill 

 

With Love and Appreciation, 
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Jim Seeley, Property Manager and Custodian 

Property Committee 

 

Under the leadership of the Property Committee I am happy to once again report that 

the physical maintenance, security, safety, and continual operation of the church 

continues to improve. 

Annual inspections of the elevator, lift chair, fire extinguishers, fire sprinkler system, 

and the fire alarm have been completed. 

April 2021, with funding from a Peyton grant, architectural 50 year shingles were 

installed on the Education Building.  Other 2021 projects included a new door on the 

Thrift Shop, a new ice maker in Fellowship Hall kitchen, hinges installed on the  

Fellowship Hall entrance doors, curb welding repair, outdoor wall light fixtures facing 

Foster Street and Fellowship Hall playground area installed, Foster Street lamp post 

light repaired and changed to LED, four outdoor lantern light fixtures converted to 

dusk/dawn and LED bulbs, LED bulbs installed in the chandeliers of the Education 

Building main hallway, LED bulbs installed in the chandeliers of the Sanctuary. 

Projects for 2022 include repairs to the Sanctuary patio and grout repair above 

Sanctuary entrance doors (Thank you Trip Hamilton for spearheading this project!).  

Occasionally rain water seeps into the Food Locker pantry and that will be addressed in 

the spring. 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank Amy and Stuart Brown’s boys Nixon, Jeb 

and Asa, Carroll Crane, Mike Leland and Chuck Lewis for keeping the grass mowed 

after my shoulder surgery in May.  Others I have called upon include Wilson Bland and 

Tim Holbrook.  Electrician Roger Dilley and Plumber David Alderman are just a call 

away.  Clifford Gillilan always is helpful with questions about the building.  Special 

thanks to Carroll Crane, Trip and Lawson Hamilton for helping with snow removal. 

 

Thanks everyone for your help and continued support. 
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Nancy Smallenberger, Clerk of Session 
 

2021 was another busy year for the Session of Old Stone Presbyterian Church. The 

Session met for twelve (12) Stated meetings; nine (9) Called meetings; one (1) 

Ordination and Installation Service; and two (2) Congregational meetings. 

 

In January, Session was still meeting by Zoom and continued to do so until November 

when the meetings became hybrid. 

 

In February, the Session and congregation held the Annual meeting – via Zoom. Items 

addressed were: returning to in-person worship, church finances and pastoral concerns 

within the congregation.  

 

In March, the Session had a Called meeting at which time the Rev. Dr. Anna Pinckney 

Straight informed the Session that she had accepted a new call, beginning June 28, 2021. 

The next step for Session was to then meet with Rev. David Lee, who was assigned to 

serve as Moderator by the Committee on Ministry with the Presbytery, and Rev. Edward 

Thompson, General Presbyter of the Presbytery of West Virginia. The Session held 

several virtual meetings with Rev. Lee and Rev. Thompson, at which time many topics 

were discussed, including: establishing what “we” see as the priorities moving forward 

with the transition process, including: someone to begin the process of contacting 

individuals to fill the pulpit on Sundays; forming a Worship committee to take on the 

daily/weekly items in order to have Sunday morning worship services; someone/or a 

group to work on times and ways to hold conversations with the congregation to see 

where they see the church – what are the priorities for OSPC moving forward and what 

have we learned about ourselves in the last five years.  Also discussed were: what type 

of leadership would best serve the church moving forward – Pulpit Supply, Stated 

Supply, Interim or Called Pastor; and gathering information for the M.I.F. (Ministry 

Information Form). 

 

During a called meeting in April, the Session decided to search for an Interim Pastor and 

to form an I.P.N.C. (Interim Pastor Nominating Committee). This committee is elected by 

the Session. Three Elders volunteered to serve, including: Doug Bicksler, Tracy Morgan 

and Jim Coleman. Names of other church members were suggested, with Bicksler 

agreeing to contact them to see if they would be willing serve on the committee. At the 

May Stated meeting, the following were elected to serve on the I.P.N.C.: Doug Bicksler, 

Tracy Morgan, Jim Coleman, Sharon Rowe and Andy Kelso. 
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On Sunday, May 2, there was a Congregational Meeting at which time it was voted and 

approved to dissolve the pastoral relationship between Old Stone Presbyterian Church 

and the Rev. Dr. Anna Pinckney Straight. 

 

The Session also held a number of Called meetings to make decisions in regards to Covid 

guidelines for in-person worship and when it was necessary to make the decision to 

cancel in-person services. 

 

In September, the Session met for a Called meeting at which time they met with a 

candidate to serve as Interim Pastor. At this meeting, the Session voted to issue a call to 

the Rev. Jeff Binder to serve as our Interim Pastor and to request a meeting with the 

Presbytery’s Committee on Ministry.  

 

On Sunday, October 24, Rev. Binder was welcomed to the pulpit by the congregation, 

who was happy to be able to meet in-person once again. 

 

The Session called a Congregational Meeting to be held on Sunday, December 19, at 

which time the Nominating committee presented a slate of officers and 2022 Nominating 

committee. To serve on the 2022 Nominating Committee are: Cam Huffman, Marcia 

Leitch and Michael Meadows. To serve as Elders, Class of 2024: Jim Rowe, Jennifer 

Runyon, Joan Montgomery and Sara Irons and to serve as Trustees, Class of 2024: Gordon 

Campbell and Herb Pearis. All of these individuals had agreed to serve and were 

unanimously elected to serve. 

 

The Session is continuing to hold their monthly Stated meetings to conduct the regular 

business of the church, along with hearing reports from the Session committees.  

 

During 2021, Old Stone Presbyterian Church mourned the death of five (5) members. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 
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Worship Committee 

 

From January through May of 2021, worship continued through virtual and 

radio services. Allyson Seeley mailed and emailed worship bulletins with service links 

and posted bulletins and service links to the website and Facebook, so all could follow 

along by radio or Livestream. Pastor Straight or Amy Kesterson hosted Zoom 

Fellowship at 10:30 am before worship. Together, Brahm Kesterson, Amy Kesterson, 

Dena Williams, Brennan Wood, Bridgette Armentrout- Edwards, Doc McClinton, and 

Pastor Straight produced enriching worship content for the radio and the Livestream 

services. Youth and families also contributed skits, readings, and music. Several choir 

members, week after week, bravely agreed to sing for the camera. Not as easy as you 

may think! The worship committee remains grateful and blessed by the talent and 

devotion of those who brought Sunday Worship into our homes. 

The Easter season seemed to bring the light we needed. Amy Kesterson created 

an incredible Stations of the Cross interactive exhibit for members and visitors to tour 

safely. Jim Seeley built a beautiful outdoor cross that members filled with spring 

flowers. Easter Sunday was an outdoor service, led by Pastor Straight, and well 

attended. The youth waved streamers in the spring breeze. Braham Kesterson assisted 

with sound.  

In May, we wished the Straight family farewell. Then, on May 30th, we returned 

to in-person worship! The Worship Committee had the pleasure of arranging and 

welcoming familiar friends, Becky Williams and John Arbuckle, to the pulpit several 

times. We were also delighted to bring Barbara Chalfant, Rev. Ed Thompson, Maureen 

Wright, Rev. Malcolm Brownlee, Sallie Daugherty, Ginna Taylor, Rick Accord, Darlene 

McNeel, and Rick McLaughlin to Old Stone's pulpit. Together, all the way through 

October 17th, they shared reflective, hopeful, motivational, humorous, and at times 

emotional sermons during those uncertain months of "returning to normal" and moving 

forward without a pastor.  

Though the country began to feel a return to normalcy through June, July, and 

August, our congregation experienced tremendous loss with the passing of Calvin 

McClinton, Ron Snyder, Patsy Wingo, and Art Mashburn. We were grateful for Doc's 

friends, Rev. Jerome Basham, Rev. John McCants, Jr., and Elder Pete Moore, who led a 

unique and moving service in his memory. We were blessed to have the leadership and 

loving care of Reverend Cam Harkness upon the Snyder family's unexpected loss.  
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Rev. Harkness organized and conducted a beautiful service honoring Mr. Snyder.  Rev. 

Betsy Walker of St. Thomas Episcopal stepped in to lead the uplifting service in 

memory of Patsy Wingo. Rev. Harkness, again, graciously offered his assistance to the 

family of Art Mashburn after Mr. Mashburn's passing. Dr. Brennan Wood skillfully 

arranged, played, and or directed the music for those very special funerals. Jim Seeley 

prepared the sanctuary and receiving rooms beautifully. Several members of the 

congregation, as well, helped ensure that the services and families were cared for 

properly. Thank you! 

Sunday, July 11th was Picnic Sunday! We had about 120 in attendance at church 

and a few more at the picnic! It was the most people in church since 2019! After a very 

long 14 months of the pandemic, The Picnic provided that needed reunion for our 

congregation. We are grateful to Bob Perkins, Cam Harkness, Trip Hamilton, and the 

late Ron Snyder for putting their hearts into creating that special opportunity for 

fellowship after worship.  

Due to a spike in Covid infections following the State Fair, part of September and 

October worship services returned to virtual and radio only. It was hard to believe we 

were back in that spot again. Though the GMS Reunion was canceled, GMS alumni 

John Arbuckle and Bill Satterfield led us in worship by Livestream and radio featuring 

favorite GMS worship music and memories. If 2020 and 2021 have taught us anything, 

it is to be flexible and remain faithful! We will plan again for GMS Sunday in 2022! 

Hallelujah! We were back together on October 24th to welcome our Interim 

Pastor, Rev. Jeff Binder! It was a joyous morning, and we had outstanding in-person 

attendance that Sunday and the following Sundays leading up to Christmas Eve. 

Attendance ranged from 80-100+.  At-home viewing ranged from 60-161 views, as noted 

by YouTube.  

As in the past, Old Stone was decorated beautifully inside and out for the 

Christmas season. We appreciate the time and care given by Joan Montgomery, Carol 

Crane, Tim Holbrook, Mike Leland and Jim Seeley for setting up the delicate manger 

scene, Christmas trees, garland and wreathes. The Kestersons again provided the fun 

wood ornaments for the outdoor prayer tree and Brenda and Larry Jones filled the 

education building urns with magnolia leaves. Thank you for making the Christmas 

season extra special for us all.  

Christmas Eve! We were fortunate to be able to worship together in person and 

indoors after missing 2020’s outdoor service due to inclement weather. We had a lovely 
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candlelight service with over 140 in attendance! We needed 6 ushers! Can you believe 

it? Thank you! Norm Ahern, Michael Meadows, Carol and Wilson Bland, Carol Crane, 

and Lawson Hamilton. Amy Kesterson's youth illuminated the walkways with 

luminaires made by Logos. Our new pastor, Rev. Binder, led a beautiful service along 

with our exceptional choir. Children once again placed their shepherds, angels, animals, 

and Wise Men upon the manger scene. It was a joyous service giving us hope as we 

closed on another tying year.  

During the months without a pastor and with the flux of guest preachers and 

covid, we could always rely upon constants to keep worship or special services 

complete, appropriate and meaningful. Without the following individuals or groups, I 

would have been lost as a worship committee chair:  Thank you so much, Amy 

Kesterson, Allyson Seeley, Jim Seeley, Brahm Kesterson, Chuck Lewis, Amy Meadows, 

Nancy Smallenberger, Carol and Wilson Bland, Carol Crane, Dena Williams, Bridgette 

Armentrout- Edwards, Brennan Wood, and The Choir!  

Thank you to all those who continue to watch or listen to our services from 

home. You are important to Old Stone. You are part of Old Stone Presbyterian Church. 

Please do not hesitate to contact the church office or me with suggestions or to let us 

know if we are missing you in some way by mail, internet, or phone. On occasion, we 

have had sound or video glitches with the Livestream and radio. We do our best to 

resolve the problems as quickly as possible. Technology can be both wonderful and 

frustrating.  

Thank you to those who continue to worship with us in person. It is comforting 

to worship together in the sanctuary. We appreciate your care for one another as we all 

try to worship safely with masks and distancing. And, we appreciate your patience 

with us as we remember how we used to do things along with trying new things. Please 

don't hesitate to contact the church or me with any suggestions or questions.  

 

Yours sincerely,  

Worship Committee Chair 

(304) 646-1352 
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Fellowship and Growth Committee 

 

The initial Fellowship Committee meeting was held on June 18, 2021. Those in 

attendance brainstormed a variety of ideas for upcoming events that we thought our 

congregation might enjoy throughout the coming year. These were well received by 

members, and those who wanted to get out and fellowship were provided plenty of 

opportunities. 

o Men’s’ Breakfast resumed in June and continues to be held the second Wednesday 

of the month at 8:00 at Shoney’s in Lewisburg. 

 

o Immediately following Sunday church services, a Fellowship table with 

refreshments & drinks is set up outside to allow for social distancing. 

 

o In August at Summer’s end, we held an outdoor ice cream social. 

 

o “Souper Soups” initiative was started, which supplies the church kitchen freezer 

with a stock of homemade soups. The idea behind this came from sharing food with 

those who might be ill or need a quick meal to share. Those inclined to share a 

favorite or well-loved recipe, package soup in freezable manner, mark contents and 

date, and bring to the freezer.  

 

o In November, our members contributed fresh, locally grown potatoes to the Food 

Locker.  It was enough to feed about 500 people! 

 

o Also, women of the church joined in to bake individually packaged cookies for those 

coming Old Stone to pick up food.  

 

o We organized an old-fashioned “Pounding” for Rev Jeff Binder so our congregation 

could to welcome our new interim pastor and help fill his pantry!  

 

o Fellowship Committee was asked to help women of the church get ready for the 

Christmas season. We joined forces with the youth group and had a “Fluffing of the 

Greens” in preparation for the upcoming Sanctuary decoration. 
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o In keeping with Covid guidelines, our after-church dinners have not resumed but 

more activities are coming in 2022.  

 

o In early January, a small group of like-minded people began our “Walk & Talk” 

group to share in exercise. Also, a group of ladies attended a “Rip & Stitch” group to 

work on their own handwork projects and socialize.   

 

o Fellowship Dinners for small groups of 6-8 people will launch later in February and 

in March we plan to start a cards/bridge group. 

If you have an idea or interest that would encourage fellowship and restore a sense of 

community, please let us know. Our goal is to welcome all and connect the body of 

Christ!      

 

Best Regards, 

, Mentor of Fellowship Committee 
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Personnel Committee 

 

In 2021, the personnel committee’s primary goal was to continue supporting staff as we 

continued navigating through changes initiated during the pandemic. 

Performance: The staff have continued their outstanding performance of 2020.  They 

have worked together as a team and with Session to provide consistent worship 

support and communication to the church throughout the year, gracefully managing 

the changes of this challenging year. 

The committee coordinated annual performance discussions which were conducted 

with staff by Rev. Binder and a Session or committee member. 

In May, the committee facilitated the dissolution of Old Stone’s relationship with Pastor 

Anna Pinckney Straight as she accepted a new call in North Carolina. 

Hires:  With Session approval, in May, the committee hired Brennan Wood as Interim 

Music Director.  In October, the committee on-boarded the Session approved hire of 

Rev. Jeff Binder as Interim Pastor.  Brennan Wood was hired as Music Director in 

December. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Your 2021 Personnel Committee 
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Summary from the Board of Trustees 

 

Trustees for year 2021 included: 

 Thomas Greenstreet – chair 

 John Wilson – vice chair 

 Carol Cales – secretary 

 Robert Perkins – treasurer 

 Shirley Runyon 

The function of the trustees is to manage permanent trust funds according to their 

terms, and properties for the furtherance of the purposes of the congregation, which 

included the following in 2021: 

 1)  Reviewed fee policy and investment performance returns for invested  

  trust assets. 

 2)  Renegotiated lower fee structure for non-advisory trust accounts (now  

  0.25%). 

 

-  

 

Funds Managed by the Trustees 

 Endowed Corpus Total Value 12/31/2021 

Evans $100,000.00 $181,833.35 

*Hamilton $200,000.00 $211,316.87 

*Matthews $163,500.00 $172,739.94 

McMillion $59,332.50 $86,595.29 

Shaefer $100,000.00 $246,848.98 

Americana Lot  $14,078.00 

Checking Account  $2,744.26 

TOTAL $622,832.50 $916,156.69 

 

*Non-Advisory Accounts 
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Presbyterian Women Council 

 

To nurture our faith through prayer and Bible study and support the mission of the 

Church worldwide. To work for justice and peace, and to build an inclusive caring 

community of women that strengthens the Presbyterian Church and witnesses to the 

promise of God’s kingdom. 

 

Officers for 2021 

Our council meets the 1st Thursday of each month. 

Moderator Tracy Morgan and Lou Ella Lewis 

Secretary Becky Mahlburg 

Historian Jill Gwinn 

Treasurer Betty Dempsey 

 

Our circles meet the 1st Wednesday of each month. 

Circle (Day) Marcia Leitch and Lynn Weikle 

Circle (Night) Carol Bland, Pam Lewis, and Linda Hayes 

 

 

Committees 
 

Community Action (Lou Ella Lewis, Mary Scarborough, Linda Hayes, and JoAnn 

Pearis) This committee is responsible for promoting the Presbyterian Women’s Thank 

Offering in November and the Birthday Offering. They did an outstanding job this year 

at remembering the shut-ins of Old Stone with cards and bud vases at Christmas. 

 

Spiritual Enrichment (Amy Brown) In addition to Linda Hayes providing a devotional 

message at our meetings, this committee supported a card ministry for our church 

members that are sick, lonely, and have lost loved ones. 

 

Together in Service (Pam Lewis and Becky Kelso) This committee selects a local 

mission to support for the year. No program was selected for this year. 

 

Women’s Retreat (Amy Brown, Susan Graham, and Amy Kesterson) No retreat was 

held this year. 
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Projects 

 
Americana (Lynn Weikle and Brenda Jones) - Our thrift store accepts clothing and household 

donations from the community and sorts/resells them to the community with 100% of the 

proceeds going to local organizations that assist those in need. We were able to open again in 

spring, after being closed for January and February due to Covid concerns. Americana Yard 

Sales were successfully held in April and October. Our new door was installed and window 

boxes added to the exterior windows. 

 

Care and Gwen’s Meals (Betty Dempsey and Arlen Myers) - This program provides 

bereavement meals for funerals or memorial services and provides meals quarterly for The 

Shepherd Center to be delivered through their Faith in Action Program. 

 

Flowers (Betty Dempsey and Pam Lewis) - Provide and care for flowers in sanctuary. 

 

McCormick House (Molly Hileman and Dawn Huffman) - We have purchased art supplies and 

treats bi-monthly for the girls. We also provided funds to purchase mulch and flowers for the 

girls to plant at Davis Stuart. We also provided Christmas gifts for each of these young ladies. 

Despite our need to stay safe and not meet in person, we have continued to support the 

McCormick House. 

 

Scholarships (Betty Dempsey) - Providing local scholarships to the New River Technical 

College and Old Stone Preschool. Our plan is to sponsor one student for the first semester of 

2022 and possibly a second student for the second semester. Our funding will be determined 

after we investigate the “Free Tuition” policy at New River. 

 

STAIR Tutoring (Debbie Taylor) - This project provides a tutor with second grade students that 

are struggling with reading during the school year. The program was approved by the school 

district, with an open house held in December. Tutoring will resume in January 2022, in a new 

location on the 3rd floor. 

 

Women’s Fellowship - The Women’s Fellowship members sent Easter and Christmas greetings 

to all members of our congregation. The ladies also provided “goodies” for all staff at 

Lewisburg Elementary School in appreciation of their work with students and families. 

Committee members submitted articles to the church newsletter highlighting our committee’s 

work in hopes of encouraging new participation from members. We prepared a “welcome 

basket” for our interim minister, Jeff Binder. Donations from our Women’s Fellowship group 

made it possible to provide gift cards at Christmas to the girls at McCormick House. 
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-END- 


